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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 14: COURT PROCEDURE -- CIVIL
Chapter 305: JURIES

Subchapter 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

81201. PERSONS EXEMPT FROM JURY SERVICE
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, §2 (RP).

8§1201-A. DECLARATION OF POLICY

It isthe policy of the State that all persons chosen for jury service be selected at random from the
broadest feasible cross section of the population of the area served by the court, that al qualified citizens have
the opportunity in accordance with this chapter to be considered for jury service and that qualified citizens
fulfill their obligation to serve as jurors when summoned for that purpose. [ 1981, c¢. 705, Pt. G

81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, S§GL (NEW.

81202. FINE FOR JUROR'S FAILURE TO ATTEND
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, 8§2 (RP).

§1202-A. PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION

A citizen shall not be excluded from jury servicein this State on account of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, ancestry, economic status, marital status, age or physical handicap, except as provided in this
chapter. [ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 82 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §G2 (NEW.

81203. JUROR'S FEES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 316, §§1,2 (AMD). 1971, c. 391, §2 (RP). 1971, c. 544, §44
(RP).

81203-A. DEFINITIONS

Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings. [ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 83 (NEW.]
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MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

1. Clerk. "Clerk" means the Clerk of Court of the Superior Court and includes any of his assistants.
[ 1983, c. 202, 81 (AMD) .]

2. Court. "Court" means the Superior Court of this State and includes, when the context requires, any
justice of the court.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 83 (NEW .]

3. Juror. "Juror," for the purposes of this chapter, means any person who attends court for the purpose
of serving on ajury, ison call and available to report to court to serve on ajury when so needed and so
reguested by the court or whose summoned service on ajury is postponed to a future date certain.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 83 (NEW .]

4. Master list. "Master list" meansalist of names and addresses, or identifying numbers, of prospective
jurors that have been randomly selected from the source list.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 83 (NEW .]

5. Random selection. "Random selection” means the selection of names in a manner immune from the
purposeful or inadvertent introduction of subjective bias, so that no recognizable class of the population on
the lists from which the names are being selected can be purposely or inadvertently included or excluded.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 83 (NEW .]
6. Sourcelist. "Sourcelist" meansthe list or lists from which names of prospective jurors are drawn.
[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 83 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §G3 (NEW. 1983, c. 202, §1 (AVD).

§1204. CIVIL JURIES

1. Number of members. The court shall seat ajury of either 8 or 9 members, and al jurors shall
participate in the verdict unless excused for good cause by the court. Unless the parties otherwise stipulate,
the verdict must be decided by the unanimous votes of at least 2/3 of the jurors participating in the verdict and
no verdict may be taken from ajury reduced to fewer than 7 members.

[ 2003, c. 525, §1 (AVD) .]

2. Procedures. At the commencement of each term, the clerk shall prepare an alphabetical list of the
names of those appearing for duty as traverse jurors. Before each trial, after the court has ruled on challenges
for cause, the clerk shall randomly draw by lot from the names of all eligible jurors a sufficient number to
comprise the jury panel plus enough to account for peremptory challenges. Peremptory challenges may then
be exercised in accordance with court rules. When the panel is complete, the court shall appoint aforeperson
to oversee deliberations and to speak for the jury.

[ 2003, c. 299, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1965, c. 356, §§12,13 (AMD). 1967, c. 441, §3 (AMD). 1971, c. 391, §3
(AVMD). 1971, c. 581, §1 (AVD). 1975, c. 41, §1 (AWD). 1977, c. 102,
(AVMD). 2003, c. 299, §1 (RPR). 2003, c. 525, §1 (AWD).

| 4 L Generated
81204. Civil juries 1.6.2015



MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

§1205. SUPERNUMERARIES, TRANSFERS AND EXCUSES

Supernumerary jurors may be excused from time to time until wanted, and they may be placed on either
jury as occasion requires. Jurors may be transferred from one jury to the other when convenience requiresiit.
For good reason any juror may be excused.

81206. JUROR'S OATH
The following shall be the form of oath, administered to traverse jurorsin civil causes:

"Y ou, and each of you, swear that in all causes committed to you, you will give atrue verdict therein
according to the law and the evidence given you. So helpyou God." [ 1977, c¢. 114, 815 (AMD).]

When ajuror is conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, the word "affirm" shall be used instead of
"swear" and the words "this you do under the penalties of perjury" instead of the words "so help you God."
[1977, c. 114, 816 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1977, c. 114, §§15,16 (AMD).

81207. FOREMAN
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
2003, c. 299, §2 (RP).

§1208. TALESMAN, RETURNED

When, by reason of challenge or other cause, a sufficient number of jurors duly drawn and summoned
cannot be obtained for the trial of a cause, the court shall cause jurors to be returned from the bystanders or
from the county at large to complete the panel if they are on the jury not less than 7 jurors drawn and returned
as provided. Such jurors shall be returned by the sheriff or his deputy or such other disinterested person as the
court appoints.

§1209. NEW JURORS SUMMONED DURING TERM

The court may, in term time, issue venires for as many jurors as are wanted, to be drawn, notified and
returned forthwith or on a day appointed. When in any county the business requires a protracted session, the
court may, during the term, excuse all or any of the jurors originally returned and issue venires for new jurors
to supply their places, who shall be drawn and notified to attend at such time as the court directs.

8§1210. PAYMENT OF TAXES AS DISQUALIFICATION

In prosecutions for recovery of money or other forfeiture, it is not a cause of challenge to ajuror that he
isliable to pay taxesin a county, town or plantation which may be benefited by the recovery.

Subchapter 1-A: JURY SERVICE
81211. DISQUALIFICATIONS AND EXEMPTIONS FROM JURY SERVICE

A prospective juror isdisqualified to serve on ajury if that prospective juror is not a citizen of the United
States, 18 years of age and a resident of the county, or is unable to read, speak and understand the English
language. The following persons are exempt from serving asjurors: The Governor, judges, physicians and
dentists providing active patient care, veterinarians with or in an active veterinary medicine practice, sheriffs,
attorneys-at-law and all persons exempt under Title 37-B, section 185. [ 2005, c¢. 60, 81 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY

Generated . | 5
1.6.2015 §1205. Supernumeraries, transfers and excuses



MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

1971, c. 391, 81 (NEW. 1973, c. 461, (AVD). 1981, c. 705, §G4 (AWD).
1983, c. 202, §2 (AVD). 1985, c. 608, (AVD). 2005, c. 60, §1 (AVD).

81212. NO EXEMPTIONS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, §1 (NEW. 1981, c. 705, §G5 (RP).

§1213. EXCUSES FROM JURY SERVICE

1. Determination. Upon request of a prospective juror, the presiding justice or the clerk of court acting
under the supervision of the presiding justice shall determine whether the prospective juror is excused from
jury service. The determination must be made on the basis of information provided on the juror qualification
form, supplemented by other competent evidence when considered necessary to the determination.

[ 1999, c. 87, §1 (RPR) .]

2. Basisfor excuse. A qualified prospective juror may be excused from jury service only upon a
showing of undue hardship, extreme inconvenience, public necessity or inability to render satisfactory jury
service because of physical or mental disability.

A. A person claiming to be excused on the grounds of disability may be required to submit a physician's
certificate or accredited Christian Science practitioner's certificate. The certifying physician or Christian
Science practitioner is subject to inquiry by the court at itsdiscretion. [ 1999, c¢. 87, 8§81

(NEW . ]

B. Municipal election officials, as defined in Title 21-A, section 1, subsection 14, are excused from
serving on ajury on the day of an election. State election officials and municipal clerks and registrars
and their employees are excused from serving on ajury for 31 days prior to an election. [ 1999, c.
87, 81 (NEW.]

C. A person 80 years of age or older who does not wish to serve on ajury is excused from jury service.
[2013, c. 74, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2013, c. 74, §1 (AVD) .]

3. Extent of excuse; record. Depending upon the circumstances, ajuror may be finally excused from
jury service, berequired to serve at alater specific time or be required to serve for a period of time less than
the usual 15 court days. The clerk shall enter the determination regarding the requested excuse and the reason
for the determination in the appropriate record kept for that purpose.

[ 1999, c. 87, 81 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, 8§81 (NEW. 1981, c. 705, §G6 (RPR). 1999, c. 87, §1 (RPR).
2013, c. 74, 8§81 (AWD).

§1214. CHALLENGING COMPLIANCE WITH SELECTION PROCEDURES

Within 7 days after the moving party discovered or by the exercise of diligence could have discovered
the grounds therefor, and in any event before the traverse jury is sworn to try the case, a party may moveto
stay the proceedings, and in acriminal case to dismiss the indictment, or for other appropriate relief, on the
ground of substantial failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter for selecting the grand or traverse
jury. [1971, c. 622, 854 (AMD).]

| 6 . Generated
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MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

Upon motion filed under this section containing a sworn statement of facts which, if true, would
congtitute a substantial failure to comply with such provisions, the moving party is entitled to present in
support of the motion the testimony of the jury commissioners or the clerk, any relevant records and papers
not public or otherwise available used by the jury commissioners or the clerk and any other relevant evidence.
If the court determines that in selecting either agrand jury or atraverse jury there has been such a substantial
failure, the court shall stay the proceedings pending the proper selection of the jury, dismiss an indictment or
grant other appropriate relief. [ 1971, c. 622, 855 (AMD).]

The procedures prescribed by this section are the exclusive means by which a person accused of a
crime, the State or a party in acivil case may challenge ajury on the ground that the jury was not selected in
conformity with the provisions of thischapter. [ 1971, c. 391, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, 81 (NEW. 1971, c. 622, §854,55 (AWD).

81215. MILEAGE AND COMPENSATION OF JURORS

A juror is entitled to paid mileage at the rate of 15¢ per mile for travel expenses from the juror's
residence to the place of holding court and return and to compensation at the rate of $10 for each day of
reguired attendance at sessions of the court. [ 1991, c. 528, Pt. E, 813 (AMD); 1991, c.
528, Pt. RRR, (AFF); 1991, c. 591, Pt. E, 813 (AWD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, 81 (NEW. 1981, c. 490, §1 (AMD). 1991, c. 528, §E13
(AVMD). 1991, c. 528, SRRR (AFF). 1991, c. 591, SE13 (AMD).

81216. FREQUENCY AND LENGTH OF SERVICE BY JURORS

1. Frequency. Over the course of aperson'slife, the person may not be required:

A. To serve or attend court for prospective service as a traverse juror more than 3 times and not more
often than once in any 5-year period. For purposes of this paragraph, a requirement to serve or attend
court for possible service as ajuror for more than 15 court days, except if necessary to complete
service in aparticular case, is considered a separate call to serviceasajuror; [ 2007, c. 241, 81
(NEW . ]

B. To serve on more than 3 grand juries but not on more than one grand jury in any 5-year period; or
[2007, c. 241, 81 (NEW.]

C. To serve as both agrand and traverse juror in any 5-year period. [ 2007, c. 241, 81

(NEW . ]
[ 2007, c. 241, §1 (NEW .]

2. Term of grand jury service. Theterms of the grand jury in any county must be set by the Chief
Justice of the Superior Court with a maximum of 12 months’ service required. When the number of grand
jurorsis reduced by death or otherwise, additional grand jurors may be selected and summoned under the
direction of the court at any time.

[ 2007, c. 241, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, 81 (NEW. 1981, c. 705, §G7 (AMD). 1983, c. 688, §7
(AVMD). 2007, c. 241, 81 (RPR).
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MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

8§1217. PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO PERFORM JURY SERVICE

A person summoned for jury service who failsto appear or to complete jury service as directed shall
be ordered by the court to appear forthwith and show cause for his failure to comply with the summons.
Notwithstanding Title 17-A, section 4-A, a prospective juror who fails to show good cause for noncompliance
with the summons s guilty of contempt and upon conviction may be punished by afine of not more than
$100 and by imprisonment for not more than 3 days, or by both. [ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 88
(AND) . ]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, §1 (NEW. 1979, c. 663, 8§79 (AMD). 1981, c. 705, §GS8
(AVD) .

§1218. PROTECTION OF JURORS' EMPLOYMENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE

An employer may not deprive an employee of employment or health insurance coverage, or threaten or
otherwise coerce the employee with respect to loss of employment or health insurance coverage, because the
employee receives a summons for jury service, responds to a summons for jury service, servesasajuror or
attends court for prospectivejury service. [ 1989, c. 801, 81 (AFF); 1989, c. 801, 81
(RPR). ]

Any employer who violates this section isguilty of aClassE crime. [ 1989, c. 801, 81
(AFF); 1989, c. 801, 81 (RPR).]

If an employer discharges an employee or terminates the health insurance coverage of an employee
in violation of this section, the employee may bring a civil action within 90 days for recovery of wages or
health insurance benefits lost as aresult of the violation and for an order requiring the reinstatement of the
employee. Damages recoverable for wages may not exceed lost wages for 6 weeks. If the employee prevails,
the employee must be allowed areasonable attorney's fee fixed by thecourt. [ 1989, c¢. 801, 8§81
(AFF); 1989, c. 801, 81 (RPR).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, §1 (NEW. 1979, c. 541, §A139 (AVD). 1979, c. 663, 8§80
(AMD). 1989, c. 801, §81,4 (RPR).

§1219. COURT RULES

The Supreme Judicial Court may make and amend rules, not inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter, regulating the selection and service of jurors. [ 1971, c. 391, 81 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1971, c. 391, §1 (NEW.

Subchapter 2: COMMISSIONERS

81251. PREPARE JURY LIST; SUMMON JURORS; REVISE LIST
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 57, 81 (RPR). 1981, c. 705, §G& (RP).

| 8 . . . Generated
§1218. Protection of jurors' employment and health insurance 1.6.2015



MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

81251-A. JUROR SELECTION PLAN

The Supreme Judicial Court shall adopt and implement a written master plan for the random selection
and usage of grand and traverse jurors that shall be designed to foster the policy, protect the rights secured
and otherwise comply with the provisions of thischapter. [ 1981, c¢. 705, Pt. G 810 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GLO (NEW.

81252. SALARIES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 414, 83 (AMD). 1969, c. 441, §3 (AMD). 1971, c. 390, §2 (AMD).
1973, c. 540, §2 (AVD). 1973, c. 724, 8§81 (AVD). 1975, c. 383, §13
(AVD). 1975, c. 408, §29 (AMD). 1975, c. 426, §1 (AMD). 1975, c. 735,
§14 (AMD). 1977, c. 114, 8§17 (RPR). 1979, c. 57, 82 (RP).

§1252-A. SOURCE LIST

1. Listsused. Thelistsof licensed drivers, personsissued an identification card by the Secretary of State
and any person who notifies the clerk of the court in the county of their residence and requests to be put on
the source list of prospective jurors shall serve as the source for prospective jurorsin each county. These lists
may be supplemented with names from other lists specified by the Supreme Judicial Court.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 8§11 (NEW .]

2. Releaseto court. Notwithstanding any provision regarding confidentiality, whoever has custody,
possession or control of the lists referred to in subsection 1 shall provide those lists to the court at cost for
selection of prospective jurors at al reasonable times. All lists so supplied shall contain the name and address
of each person on thelists.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 8§11 (NEW .]

3. Use of sourcelist. The source list shall be used for the random selection of names or identifying
numbers of prospective jurors to whom questionnaires shall be sent to determine their qualifications for jury
service, as provided in sections 1253-A and 1254-A. When supplemental lists are used, selection of names
shall be accomplished in a manner which accords the names on all lists an equal probability of selection.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 8§11 (NEW .]

4. Notice. At least once each year, the clerk shall give public notice to the residents of the county
that their names may be placed on the source list of prospective jurors by notifying the clerk of the court.
This notice may be made by newspapers, radio or any other method or combination of methods which will
reasonably assure as broad a dissemination as possible to the residents of the county.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 8§11 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GL1 (NEW.
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MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

8§1252-B. MASTER LIST

When the volume of names on the sourcelist is, in the judgment of the court, so large asto render the
drawing of names by the means available to the court unduly cumbersome, burdensome and uneconomical,
the court may order that a secondary list be created. Thislist shall be created by randomly drawing from the
source list the number of names the court deems necessary to permit subsequent random selections of names,
over aperiod of time administratively convenient for the court, for the mailing of qualification questionnaires
and summonses for jury service. [ 1981, c¢. 705, Pt. G 811 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GL1 (NEW.

§1252-C. CREATION AND MAINTENANCE OF LISTS

The lists required to be created and maintained by this subchapter may be created and maintained by use
of electronic data processing equipment. [ 1981, c¢. 705, Pt. G 811 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GL1 (NEW.

§1252-D. LIMITATION ON USE OF CERTAIN INFORMATION

The lists of licensed drivers provided by the Secretary of State may only be used for the selection of
traverse and grand jurors pursuant to thischapter. [ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 811 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GL1 (NEW.

81253. VACANCIES
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1979, c. 57, §3 (RP).

§1253-A. DRAWING OF NAMES TO DETERMINE QUALIFIED JURORS

From time to time and in amanner prescribed by the juror selection plan, the clerk shall draw, or cause
to be drawn, at random, from the source or master list, as appropriate, the names or identifying numbers of as
many prospective jurors as the court deems necessary for service on trials during the time period established
by thecourt. [ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 812 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §Gl2 (NEW. RR 2013, c. 2, §25 (COR).

81254. PREPARATION OF LIST OF PROSPECTIVE JURORS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1967, c. 336, (RPR). 1967, c. 494, §30 (AMD). 1967, c. 544, §35 (AWD).
1971, c. 391, 84 (AWD). 1973, c. 19, (AWD). 1979, c. 57, §4 (AVD).
1981, c. 705, §GL3 (RP).
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MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

81254-A. QUALIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRE; JUROR SELECTION

1. Procedure. Theclerk shall, at times considered reasonable and necessary to promote the efficient
operation of the court and the juror selection system, mail ajuror qualification form to every prospective
juror whose name has been drawn in accordance with section 1253-A. The form must be accompanied by
instructions directing the prospective juror to fill out and return the form by mail to the clerk within the time
specified. The clerk shall prepare or cause to be prepared alist of the names to whom questionnaires are
mailed. Thelist of questionnaire recipients and the names drawn are confidential and may not be disclosed to
any person, except as provided in this chapter.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AVD) .]

2. Content. Thejuror qualification form must conform, in form and content, to the qualification form
prescribed by the Supreme Judicial Court and must solicit information sufficient to determine the prospective
juror's qualification for jury service. The qualification questionnaire may aso solicit other information
including, but not limited to, education and employment.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AVD) .]

3. Ambiguous or erroneous responses. If it appearsthereisan omission, ambiguity or error in a
returned form, the clerk may, at the clerk's discretion, contact the prospective juror by telephone to obtain the
additional information, clarification or correction.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AMVD) .]

4. Failureto complete form; penalty. A prospective juror who fails to return a completed juror
qualification form asinstructed may be ordered by the court to appear and show cause why the prospective
juror should not be held in contempt for the failure to complete and submit the questionnaire. Notwithstanding
Title 17-A, section 4-A, a prospective juror who fails to show good cause for the failure to complete and
submit the questionnaire or who without good cause fails to appear pursuant to a court order may be punished
by afine of not more than $100 and by imprisonment for not more than 3 days, or by both.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AVD) .]

5. Intentional misrepresentation. Notwithstanding Title 17-A, section 4-A, a person who intentionally
misrepresents a material fact on ajuror qualification form for the purpose of avoiding or securing service as a
juror may upon conviction for aviolation of this section be punished by afine of not more than $100 and by
imprisonment for not more than 3 days, or by both.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AVD) .]

6. Determination of qualification. The clerk shall determine on the basis of information provided on
the juror qualification form, supplemented by other competent evidence when considered necessary to such
determination, whether the prospective juror is qualified for jury service. This determination must be reflected
on the juror qualification form or any other record designated by the court.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AMVD) .]

7. Availability of qualification forms. The names of prospective jurors and the contents of juror
qualification forms are confidential and may not be disclosed except as provided in this chapter. The names
of prospective jurors and the contents of juror qualification forms may at the discretion of the court be made
available to the attorneys and their agents and investigators and the pro se parties at the courthouse for usein
the conduct of voir dire examination.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (AVD) .]

Generated o . . . . | 11
1.6.2015 §1254-A. Qualification questionnaire; juror selection



MRS Title 14, Chapter 305: JURIES

8. During period of service. During the period of service of jurors and prospective jurors, the names
of the members of the jury pool are confidential and may not be disclosed except to the attorneys and their
agents and investigators and the pro se parties.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (NEW .]

9. Protection of confidentiality. A person who has accessto or receives information or arecord
designated confidential under this chapter shall maintain the confidentiality of the information or record and
use it only for the purposes for which it was released and may not further disclose it except as authorized by
the court at the time of the disclosure to that person.

[ 2005, c. 285, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GL4 (NEW. 1983, c. 202, §3 (AMD). 2005, c. 285, §1
(AND) .

81254-B. PRESERVATION OF RECORDS

1. Records preserved. The clerk shall cause to be preserved all records and lists compiled and
maintained in connection with selection and service of jurors for the length of time ordered by the court.

[ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 8§14 (NEW .]

2. Records' confidentiality. The records and information used in connection with the selection process
are confidential and may not be disclosed except as provided in this chapter.

[ 2005, c. 285, §2 (AVD) .]

3. Exceptionsto confidentiality. Once the period of juror service has expired, a person seeking the
names of the jurors may file with the court a written request for disclosure of the names of the jurors. The
reguest must be accompanied by an affidavit stating the basis for the request. The court may disclose the
names of the jurors only if the court determines that the disclosure isin the interests of justice. The factors the
court may consider in determining if the disclosure isin the interests of justice include, but are not limited to,
encouraging candid responses from prospective jurors, the safety and privacy interests of prospective jurors
and the interests of the media and the public in ensuring that trials are conducted ethically and without bias.

[ 2005, c. 285, §3 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §Gl4 (NEW. 2005, c. 285, 8§82,3 (AWD).

81255. SELECTION OF JURORS
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

1967, c. 336, (RPR). 1967, c. 494, §30 (AVD). 1967, c. 498, (AND).
1967, c. 510, §81,2 (AMD). 1971, c. 391, §5 (AMD). 1975, c. 383, §14
(AVD). 1975, c. 408, §30 (AMD). 1975, c. 735, §15 (AMD). 1977, c. 114,
§§18-23 (AMD). 1979, c. 57, §5 (RPR). 1981, c. 705, §GI5 (RP).
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81255-A. SUMMONING PROSPECTIVE QUALIFIED JURORS

From time to time, as specified in the juror selection plan, the clerk shall summon or cause to be
summoned sufficient prospective jurors asin his judgment are necessary to supply traverse jurors or grand
jurors, or both, for the Superior Court. [ 1981, c. 705, Pt. G 816 (NEW.]

The summons shall require the prospective juror to report for possible jury service at a specified time and
place unless advised by the clerk in advance that his attendance will not berequired. [ 1981, c. 705,
Pt. G 816 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1981, c. 705, §GL6 (NEW.

§1256. NEW JURORS

If for any reason agrand jury or atraverse jury is dismissed before completing its work, the clerk of
courts shall proceed to draw and notify new jurors in accordance with section 1255-A. [ 2005, c. 397,
Pt. A 810 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1967, c. 544, 8§36 (NEW. 1979, c. 57, §6 (AMD). 2005, c. 397, SA10
( AVD) .

§1257. REGIONAL JURIES

The Supreme Judicial Court is authorized to prescribe by rule or order the selection of juries from
regions consisting of a single county or areasonably compact group of countiesfor trials of criminal
prosecutions or civil actions in the Superior Court. If the Supreme Judicial Court shall by rule provide for
such regions for the purpose of selection of juries, this chapter shall be applied to such regions and to such
regional juries and the word "counties" where it appears in this chapter shall be read to mean "region."
[1975, c. 337, 82 (NEW.]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1975, c. 337, §2 (NEW. 1979, c. 57, §7 (AWD).

Subchapter 3: CHALLENGES
8§1301. FOR CAUSE

The court, on motion of either party in an action, may examine, on oath, any person called as ajuror
therein, whether he isrelated to either party, has given or formed an opinion or is sensible of any hias,
prejudice or particular interest in the cause. If it appears from his answers or from any competent evidence
that he does not stand indifferent in the cause, another juror shall be called and placed in his stead.

81302. PEREMPTORY
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1965, c. 356, §14 (AVD). 1967, c. 441, §4 (RP).

§1303. OBJECTIONS NOT STATED BEFORE TRIAL WAIVED

If aparty knows any objection to ajuror in season to propose it before trial and omitsto do so, he shall
not afterwards make it, unless by leave of court for special reasons.

Subchapter 4: VERDICTS
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8§1351. SEPARATE VERDICTS AS TO DEFENDANTS

In actions of contract against more than one defendant, the jury may return a separate verdict as to
each defendant or asto 2 or more defendants jointly, and judgments shall be entered accordingly. In case of
separate judgment against defendants in the same action, the court shall apportion the costs to be taxed against
each defendant.

§1352. VERDICT NOT AFFECTED BY IRREGULARITIES

No irregularity in the venires or drawing, summoning, returning or impaneling jurorsis sufficient to set
aside averdict, unless the party objecting was injured by the irregularity or unless the objection was made
before the return of the verdict.

§1353. VERDICT SET ASIDE FOR IMPROPER PRACTICES WITH JURORS

If either party, in acause in which averdict is returned, during the same term of the court, before or after
thetrial, givesto any of the jurors who try the cause any treat or gratuity or purposely introduces among the
papers delivered to the jury when they retire with the cause, any papers which have any connection with it but
were not offered in evidence, the court on motion of the adverse party may set aside the verdict and order a
new trial.

§1354. LESS THAN UNANIMOUS VERDICT OR FINDING

Inthetria of al civil suitsin the Superior Court of this State, if a number of jurors equal to at least 2/3
of the total number of jurors serving on ajury agree on averdict or finding, they shall return it into court as
the verdict or finding of that jury and thetrial judge shall so instruct the jury; provided, however, that the
partiesto acivil suit may stipulate that a verdict or finding of a stated majority of the jurors must be taken as
the verdict or finding of thejury. [ 2003, c¢. 688, Pt. C, 84 (AMD).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1969, c. 310, (NEW. 1971, c. 581, §2 (AWD). 1975, c. 41, §2 (RPR).
2003, c. 688, §C4 (AWD).
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